TOWN OF BEEKMAN 
TOWN BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 Meeting Type: Regular Town Board Meeting 
Date: January 13, 2026 
Time: 7:00 PM 
Location: Town Hall 
[bookmark: _Hlk220412590] CALL TO ORDER 
The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Beekman was called to order at 7:00 PM by Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono.  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 The Pledge of Allegiance was recited 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
A moment of silence in honor of those who have served and continue to serve. 
PUBLIC SAFETY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Fire exits were identified by the Supervisor. 
[bookmark: _Hlk220412686]ATTENDANCE 
Present: 
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono 
· Councilwoman Sharon Wohrman 
· Councilman Mersin Capollari 
· Councilwoman Gina Ragusa 
· Councilwoman Kate Blake 
Absent:
· None

Also Present: 
· Alicia Turenchalk, Town Clerk 
· Dutchess County Legislator Joseph Tresca
· Town Attorney 
· Dani Plastini, Recreation Director
· Members of the Public 
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORT 
The Supervisor provided an overview of activities since taking office, including interdepartmental meetings, assignment of board liaisons, attendance at county meetings, updates to the Town’s Facebook page, exploration of a town newsletter, initial planning for Community Day, meetings with advisory boards, and outreach to state and county officials regarding traffic safety concerns. 
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
Recreation Department: Recreation Director Dani Plastini reported on upcoming programs and events including camp registration, trivia night, senior events, the Super Bowl chili contest, and future recreation programming. 
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GUEST REMARKS 
Joseph Tresca, Dutchess County Legislator (District 22), introduced himself and offered continued communication and availability to residents and the Town Board. 


PUBLIC COMMENT AND AGENDA ITEMS 
Members of the public addressed agenda items including board appointments, ADA accessibility, meeting times, employee policies, banking procedures, and the battery energy storage moratorium. Responses were provided by the Supervisor and Board members. 

RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION 1:13:26-1
· Change of May Town Board Meeting Date due to Grievance Day
[bookmark: _Hlk220413108]Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Sharon Wohrman
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.
[bookmark: _Hlk220423918]
RESOLUTION 1:13:26-2
· Appointment of Zoning Board Chair (2026) 
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Kate Blake
[bookmark: _Hlk220414092]Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.
[bookmark: _Hlk220413413][bookmark: _Hlk220413923]

RESOLUTION 1:13:26-3

· Appointment of Planning Board Chair (2026) 
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Kate Blake
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.


RESOLUTION 1:13:26-4

· Designation of Official Newspaper
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Gina Ragusa
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
[bookmark: _Hlk220422971]Resolution Adopted.
[bookmark: _Hlk220413476]

RESOLUTION 1:13:26-5 

· Inclement Weather Policy 
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Sharon Wohrman
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted
[bookmark: _Hlk220414806]RESOLUTION 1:13:26-6

· Establishment of Paid Holidays for Employees (Amended) 
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Kate Blake
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.


RESOLUTION 1:13:26-7
· Establishment of Standard Work Week (2026) 
[bookmark: _Hlk220423254]Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Gina Ragusa
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.
[bookmark: _Hlk220413568]RESOLUTION 1:13:26-8 
· Designation of Depositories (2026) 
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Kate Blake


Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted


RESOLUTION 1:13:26-9

· Appointment of Engineering Services 

Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Kate Blake

[bookmark: _Hlk220414553]Tabled 

[bookmark: _Hlk220424624]

RESOLUTION 1:13:26-10

· Overtime and Compensatory Time Policy (2026) 
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Gina Ragusa
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.
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RESOLUTION 1:13:26-11 

· Appointment of Bond Counsel 

Tabled

[bookmark: _Hlk220419983]

RESOLUTION 1:13:26-12 

· Authorization of Payment of Claims Without Routine Audit 
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Sharon Wohrman
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.

RESOLUTION 1:13:26-13
 
· Signature Authorization on Depository Accounts (2026) 
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Gina Ragusa
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.


RESOLUTION 1:13:26-14
 
· Establishment of Petty Cash Funds
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Gina Raugusa
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.


RESOLUTION 1:13:26-15

· Mileage Reimbursement Rate (Amended – 30-day submission requirement)
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Kate Blake
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.

RESOLUTION 1:13:26-16
 
· Appointment of Registrar and Deputy Registrar of Vital Statistics 
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember 
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.


RESOLUTION 1:13:26-17
 
· Emergency Interim Successors (2026)
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember 
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.


RESOLUTION 1:13:26-18
 
· Emergency Chain of Command (2026) 
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember 
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.

RESOLUTION 1:13:26-19
 
· Dissolution of the Semiquincentennial Committee 
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember 
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.


RESOLUTION 1:13:26-20

· Appointment of Conservation Advisory Committee Chair (2026) 
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Gina Ragusa
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.
[bookmark: _Hlk220423367]

RESOLUTION 1:13:26-21 

· Amendment to Appointment of Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Gina Ragusa

Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Nay
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.

RESOLUTION 1:13:26-22
 
· Authorization to Draft Local Law Extending Battery Energy Storage Moratorium and Schedule Public Hearing (Special Meeting – January 22, 2026 at 6:00 PM) 
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Mersin Capollari
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.


RESOLUTION 1:13:26-23
 
· Reinstatement of 2026 Salary Adjustments for Non-Union Employees 
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Kate Blake
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.


RESOLUTION 1:13:26-24 

· Payment of Claims Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Sharon Wohrman
 Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Aye
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
· Resolution Adopted.


RESOLUTION 1:13:26-25

· Budget Revision
Motion: Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono
Second: Councilmember Mersin Capollari
Roll Call Vote:
· Councilmember Sharon Wohrman: Nay
· Councilmember Mersin Capollari; Aye
· Councilmember Gina Ragusa: Aye
· Councilmember Kate Blake: Aye
· Supervisor Laureen Abbatantuono: Aye
Resolution Adopted.
[bookmark: _Hlk220421586]
PUBLIC COMMENT – GENERAL 
Members of the public commented on battery energy storage safety, the Town Comprehensive Plan, and community engagement. 
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ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn Meeting.
Seconded by: Councilmember Sharon Wohrman
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Vote: Unanimous


· 
· 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Alicia Turenchalk, Town Clerk 
DRAFT – SUBJECT TO TOWN BOARD APPROVAL 
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